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1. An unusual in.'ider.t vas observed during a 10 Septciriber 1976 British 
European Airvays (BEA) flight (nunber 831) fror Mcfcov.' to London. Between 
1800 and 1900 hours, the aircraft was cruising at an altit.ide of approxi- 
r,3tely 33 thousand feet C9,900 neters), apparently inside the border of 
Lithuania, when a blinding, single source, constant Intensity, and 
stationary light was" ob.served off t'ne starboard flight path of the air- 
craft. The light's distance vas estimated to“bc“a“p‘pro“Xirr;,atcly 10 to 15 
miles (16 to 2A kiioneters) off of the. aircraft’s p.iiri and .ipproxinatoly 
five to six thousand feet (1,500 to 1,300 meters) belov the aircraft, 
soi^awhat above a lower cloud layer. — Tne lightp which res.er.bl ed s sodiur. 
vapor lamp (yellowi.sh in color), and which vas too intense to view 
directly for any period of time, completely lit the top of the lover cloud 
layer, giving it a gloving cast. 

2. The light was of suc'ri interest that the BEA pilot came onto the aircraft's 
intercon; network, stated that he was soTnewhat concerned over its presence, 
and said he had asked the Soviet authorities for an Idr-ntification of its 
source. TliC Soviet authorities came lack with a .negative identification 

response, suggesting that he siiould not ask questions. Thi- liglit vas ’ 

observed for approxim.ately IQ to 15 n-.liiutes, until the aircraft had flovr, ' 

past and left ih.e= light source behind. 
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1. An unusuai Incident vas observed during a 10 Sepccfnl'er 1976 British 

European Air<.-sys (BEA) flight (number S31) f rorr ’Icccov.’ to London. Between 
1800 and 1900 hours, the aircraft was cruising at .an altitude of approx:- 
r.atfely 33 thou.sand feet (9,900 meters), apparently inside the border of 
Lithuania, when a blinding, single source, constant intensity, and 
stationary light was" observed off the starboard_fllghC- path of the air- 
craft. The light's distance was estimated to be approxim:.3t ely 10 to 15 
miles (16 to 24 kiioneters) cif-of-the-aircraft-'s paih and approx; ma teiv 
five to six thousand feet (1,500 to 1,800 meters) below the aircraft, 
sotiewhat above a lover cloud layer. The^ 1 i gh t , wnierT Tes er.b led s sodium 
vapor lamp (yellovji.sh in color), and which was too Intense to view 
directly for any period of time, completely lit the top of the lover cloud 
layer, giving it a giowlng.»casL.r ^ . 

2. Tne light was of .such incerest^thrat tho EEA pilot c:i-.r!t onto tho aircraft’s 
iritercor,’. network, .stated tTiat he was scmevh.at concerned over its presence, 
and said he had asked the Soviet authorities for ar, identificacion of its 
source. Tilt Soviet suthoricies came back with a .negoiive identificatlor. 
response, suggesting that he should not ask questions. Tiu- lig’ut was 
observed for approximately ]G to 13 mlnu t as , . ur.t i 1 the aircraft 'nad flovr, 
past and left tb.e light source behind. 
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